Guide for Questioning Judicial Candidates 
 Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts

Questions about the Role of a Judge and Qualifications for Service

· Define the role of a judge in our justice system.

· What in your background prepares you for service as a judge?

· How would your personal views inform your work as a judge?

· Will becoming a judge affect your involvement in any social or charitable organizations with which you are affiliated?  

· What about your role in political organizations or politics?

· Describe the nature of your law practice or legal experience.

· Have you represented clients in civil, criminal or administrative matters?

· Have you published scholarly works?

· What factors other than your education have been significant in your professional development?

· Have you participated in bar association activities? If so, please explain. 

· Describe your present and past community activities.  How would they influence the kind of judge you would be?

· Why do you want to be a judge?

· Why do you believe you would be a good judge?

· Have you ever been disciplined by the Supreme Court or had a complaint of unethical conduct made against you?

The Administration of Justice

· What are the most pressing needs of reform in our justice system?

· How do you plan to become involved in efforts to achieve such reform if elected?

· Do you have a position on the adequacy of the funding of our state courts?

· How should issues of court funding and court spending be addressed between the courts and the legislature? With the public and the media?

The Independence and Accountability of the Judiciary

· What does “independence of the judiciary” mean?  Independence from whom or what?

· How does/should an individual judge maintain his/her independence?

· What role do individual judges have in protecting the independence of the judiciary as a whole?

· What does “accountability of the judiciary” mean?  To whom or what are judges accountable?

· How can the public measure or evaluate accountability?

· How can judges demonstrate this accountability while maintaining their independence?

· Under what circumstances could you envision finding it necessary to recuse? 

· Would you recuse if a campaign contributor were involved in litigation as a party or attorney?

· Would you recuse if a group or organization to which you belong or used to belong is a party in, or has a particular interest in the subject of, a case before you?

· Would you recuse in a case if you had spoken publicly about the subject matter of the litigation during the election? 

The Jury System

· What factors would you use to evaluate Pennsylvania’s jury system?  Using those factors, how would you rate Pennsylvania’s jury system?

· How would you recommend juror turnout be improved?

· How would you recommend increasing the diversity of juries? 

· Do you support efforts to get the jury more involved in the trial, such as questioning of witnesses?  

Fairness in the Courts/Equal Access to the Courts
· How does gender, racial, ethnic, class or other bias infect the justice system? 

· How will you work as a judge to make your courtroom as bias-free as possible?  

· How will you work to eliminate bias from the justice system generally?

· What do you think about televising courtroom proceedings?

· Under what circumstances should a courtroom be closed to the public or the media?

PMC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan court reform organization.

For more information, please contact PMC: 215-569-1150 or staff@pmconline.org
[Ask PMC for its list of questions for judges seeking retention.]
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